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We would like to submit a request to fund restoration work on our 1899 Wagner Palace Car Company private car “Ellsmere” This car was donated to the museum in 2016.  Since that time volunteers have been cleaning the interior, rehabilitating the electrical system, reinstalling exterior grab irons, and researching the car’s history, design, and condition.  This year prompted by increasing dry rot in the existing exterior siding the car was brought to the shop where volunteers removed 10% of the car siding to investigate how extensive rot was under the siding.

This car is a rare example of a wooden standard gauge private/business car.  It was built for Dr Stewart Webb, a member of the Vanderbilt family.  The car, carrying Webb is believed to have visited Las Vegas in 1907.  Additionally, it was operated over the Central Pacific’s tracks across central Nevada.  President Teddy Roosevelt used the car for a trip to Chicago in 1917.

That work showed that the wall framing was generally unaffected, being primarily in the exterior car siding, installed by the previous owner, in the 2000’s.  It also showed that in the past the car’s wall framing had been sheathed in plywood, under the car siding, which while not original, greatly strengthen the car body.

These funds will be used to purchase 
· Exterior car siding, letterboard stock and trim
· Lumber and plywood to rehabilitee the car wall framing and belt rail
· Nails, screws, and other fasteners
· Restoration epoxy and clear wood stock to repair rotten window sash
· Primer, paint, painting sundries, and lettering materials
· Having air brake portions overhauled and tested
· Cutting levers, brake pins and other minor mechanical parts
· If reasonable, work to overhaul the car’s ice air conditioning
· To purchase photographs and drawings as identified by the group researching the car’s history.

This request is for $45,000

Repair work will be performed by museum volunteers.

Randy Hees
Director, Nevada State Railroad Museum, Boulder City


Approval:_________________________________________	______________________
		Chairman, Board of Museums & History		Date
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